2015 MERLOT

di Acquarello
From Vine to Bottle
Our Reserve bottling of Merlot came about as the vines planted in the Acquarello vineyard in 2007 began to develop maturity and fully
embody their surrounding terroir. Located on the south bank of the Estrella river, vines here are treated to morning sun with cool air
temperatures for most of the year. During the growing season, temperatures here regularly swing over 50°F, allowing the sugars to
accumulate rapidly without outpacing the development of flavors within the skins. The sandy loam soil retains warmth as the heat of the
day dissipates. In merlot, these features creates a depth of savory olive character with a distinctive note of warm orange zest. The barrels
for aging this wine were selected for their enhancement of varietal character and limited contribution of oak flavor and woody tannins.
Even as a rich wine, Merlot has a distinctive berry- acidity on the finish that brings a satisfying brightness to any cuisine.

Tasting Notes
Invitingly lush mulberry and Luxardo cherry
aromas turn to flavors of pomegranate and
tangerine zest. Notes of fennel and toffee with
velvety tannins on the finish portray a rewarding
varietal character.

Vintage Notes
Following four years of increasingly dry, hot,
rainless conditions, 2015 brought weather that
was distinctly different. In addition to years of
drought checking crop yields, chilly weather in
May reduced pollination success. The berries
that did develop enjoyed occasional spring
showers, including a single day in July with over
two inches of downpour, lending some hope to
the health of the next vintage. This year’s harvest
was early as in past years, though encroaching
rain slowed its completion. These taxing effects
manifest in the incredible boldness of wines from
2015, with exorbitantly hued, intensely
concentrated fruit flavors and pronounced
phenolic texture, with chewy, contemplative
tannins.

Accolades
Silver MedalSan Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition, 2018

Varietal Composition
96% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Sauvignon

Appellation

Vintage

Paso Robles

2015

Vineyard
100% Acquarello Estate Vineyard

Bottled
114 cases bottled on August 1, 2017

Harvest
September 8, 2015 at 24..3 Brix

Aging Profile
Aged 22 months in 20% new American oak with
medium plus toast

Alcohol

Total Acidity

14.1%

6.4 grams per Liter

pH

Residual Sugar

3.57

0.4 grams per liter

